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479 GODINA POSTOJANJA GAZI
HUSREV-BEGOVE BIBLIOTEKE

479 YEARS OF
GAZI HUSREV-BEY LIBRARY

In January 2016, Gazi Husrev-bey Library marked its 479th
year of existence. To commemorate the event, the Library
organized a Day of Users on January 8, 2016 by which it
honored its members for being reqular beneficiaries of the
Library services. The central ceremony was held on January
15,2016.

Inspired by the motif which led Mula - Mustafa Baseskija
to write his Chronicle, “that which is written down endures,
that which is remembered disappears”, we are presenting
this publication by which we wish to document the event
hoping it might be of use to those who are in any way in-
volved or interested in the work and development of the
oldest cultural institution in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the
Gazi Husrev-bey Library.

PROGRAM OF THE CEREMONY

The program began by reciting a fragment of Qur'an and
by opening remarks of the Director of the Library, Mr. Mu-
hamed Hodzic, who pointed out “that the Library is a living
history and an unavoidable place for scholars and histori-
ans, and that its employees bear huge responsibility for
preservation, systematization, digitization, restoration, and
processing of its collections”. It was followed by a presenta-
tion of the mostimportant activities and results achieved by
the Library in 2015.
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The Director of Education and Science Department of the Ri-
yasat of the Islamic Community in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
academician Enes Karic, reminded that the Library will cel-
ebrate its 480 yearsin 2017 and expressed hope that a com-
prehensive monograph of Gazi Husrev-bey Library, deserv-
ing of aninstitution of this kind, shall be produced by then. ”

LECTURE

Resident scholar and former director of the Library, Dr. Musta-
fa Jahic, gave a lecture on Gazi Husrev-bey Library as a cultur-
al and scientificinstitution. Dr. Jahic has been an employee of
the Library since 1983. All until 1987 he worked as a librarian
for Islamic manuscripts cataloging. From 1987 through mid-
2014, he had been on the job as director of this institution. He
acquired the title of resident scholar in oriental philology in
2013. He is the author of Catalog of Manuscripts of Gazi Hus-
rev-bey Library, first volume of Catalog of Manuscripts of His-
torical Archive of Sarajevo, and (atalog of Archive of Travnik.
In addition, he wrote three books and a number of treatises
on Arabic language. He is a recipient of various awards for his
work on Islamic manuscripts and for his contribution to the
preservation and restoration of cultural and historical heri-
tage of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The staff of Gazi Husrev-bey Library decided to use the cer-
emony to thank and present a gift to Dr. Jahic for his long-
time cooperation and efforts made during his management
of the institution.




GAZI HUSREV-BEGOVA
BIBLIOTEKA

o

AWARD OF ENDOWMENT CHARTER FOR
A PRIVATE LIBRARY OF
DR. AHMED SMAJLOVIC

The collections of Gazi Husrev-bey Library grew continu-
ously over the past 150 years. This is mostly due to inflow
of books from other public and private libraries. In 2015,
Gazi Husrev-bey Library received one significant private
collection that belonged to late Dr. Ahmed Smajlovi¢ who
had been an Islamic legal scholar, member of the Islamic
Community of Bosnia and Herzegovina, expertin Arabic lit-
erature, and teacher at the School of Islamic sciences.

He passed away in 1988 leaving behind and exceptionally
rich collection of 6000 volumes that his wife Munira donat-
ed to the Gazi Husrev-bey Library,

The ceremony of marking the 479th anniversary of Gazi
Husrebv-bey Library took place exactly at the time when
this collection was registered and included in the Library. It
was an appropriate opportunity for presenting an endow-
ment charter to Mrs. Smajlovi¢, and posthumously to her
husband, for enlarging the shelves of the Library.



EXHIBITION

Celebration of 479th birthday of the Library included the
opening of an extraordinary exhibition entitled “Bosnian
Wasiyatnamas in Ottoman Turkish Language’, organized
with the support of BH Telecom Company. The author of the
exhibition is Ms. Azra Gadzo-Kasumovi¢ who works in Otto-
man collection area of the Library. It was the first exhibi-
tion of wasiyatnamas in Bosnia and Herzegovina and most
probably in the whole region. Wasiyatnama is a particular
document that may be defined as testament in Ottoman
Turkish language. The wasiyatnamas that appeared in Bos-
nia around the end of 18th century are in fact a distinct type
of testaments as they are providing instructions for treat-
ment of a dying person and for funeral ceremonies. The act
of composing it is a form of atonement by a testator aware
of being close to death. It therefore bears a significant spir-
itual message and contains an educational meaning for
testator’s heirs as well as for any of its readers. Out of ninety
such wasiyatnamas kept in the Library, the author selected
approximately 30 for the exhibition, with two borrowed
from the Bosniak Institute- Foundation of Adil Zulfikarpasi¢
from Sarajevo. The exhibition was opened by the Deputy of
reis-ul ulema, Husein effendi Smajic.

The program of the ceremony was accompanied by a recital
of Latif Mocevi¢ whose music repertoire reminded the at-
tendees of the character and work of the good Gazi Hus

rev-bey.
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ABOUT THE PUBLICATION

This publication has been created with the purpose of get
ting the public familiarized with some of the accomplish
ments of the Library. It contains an adapted version of the
above mentioned presentation of the most significant ac
tivities of Gazi Husrev-bey Library in 2015 whose author is
hafiz Hamza Lavic, Ottoman Archive librarian.

Here you can also read about the prominent Dr. Ahmed Sna
jlovic and his valuable private collection that as of recently
decorates the shelves of Gazi Husrev-bey Library, ready for
scholars, students, and any book and science lovers. The
summary was prepared by Ms. Fatima Tinjak, Orientalist
Collection librarian.

Finally, the weight of this publication is a lecture by Dr.
Jahi¢, “Gazi Husrev-bey Library as a Cultural and Scientific
Institution”. From his personal working experience, the au
thor speaks of his vision, ideas, and quidelines for the future
work and development of the Library.

Dear readers, in front of you is a sort of bulletin or yearbook
of Gazi Husrev-bey Library that demonstrates one year in
life of the institution that has been in existence for 479
years. In such a long lifetime, some years are more success
ful, more prosperous, and better, while some are turbulent,
difficult, and less successful. But in any case, it is import
ant to preserve the memory of them because it would be
so much easier to live and work without constantly doing
things over and over from the beginning. This is one small
step on that road. We hope that each subsequent year of ex
istence and operations of Gazi Husrev-bey Library shall be
ended with such a record. It is a good way of saying farewell
to one and welcome to another year of work

Sahsena Dulovic, editor
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GAZI HUSREV-BEY
LIBRARY IN 2015

The operations of Gati Husrev-bey Library in 2015 were based
on strategic documents of the Islamic Community. Applying
the modern library standards and practices to the versatile
collections that we possess, we attempted to fulfill the fun
damental task of the Library as an institution that collects,
processes, preserves, and offers library materials toits users.
It is also worth mentioning that the Library performs ex
pert valorization and implementation of research projects.

MANAGEMENT BOARD

The Management Board had proposed to the Riyasat of
the Islamic Community that Gazi Husrev-bey Library be
declared the Islamic Community’s depository library. The
Riyasat accepted the proposal. In addition to other organi
zational, functional, and day-to-day issues and decisions,
the Management Board established an evaluation commit
tee for manuscripts, a redaction for publishing of “Polimcevi
prijevodi sidzila” (Translations of Sijjils by Polimac), and a
redaction for publishing of the “Lexicon of Bosnian Ulama.

LIBRARY COLLECTIONS

Among reqular duties of librarians, archivists, and other Li

brary staff, the following was also performed during 2015:
In the collection of Archives of the Islamic Community
of Bosnia and Herzeqovina, 373 boxes of archive
materials were processed;
Thetotalof282documentsinOttomanTurkishlanquage

72 codices of Manuscript Collection were processed



2958 monographs in oriental and European languag-
es were registered; 81,956 digitized images of Library
materials were made; The total of 2225 sheets of paper
were restored,

BENEFICIARIES

After two years of work in the new building, we keep trying
to pay priority attention to the satisfaction of our benefi-
ciaries and to open the Library for those involved in science
and culture.

Over the past year, 19,000 students, scholars, research
and public workers were using the services of the Library.
This means that we had approximately 70 users of reading
rooms a day. We believe to have provided services to mu
tual satisfaction.

Auditoriums of the Library had been venues for 54
scientific, cultural,and educational events,and 7 exhibitions,
in which we played the role of organizer, co-organizer, or
host. Many tours of the Library by students of 52 educational
institutions took place over the course of last year. Last year,
The Museum of the Library received over 2000 visitors. This
is a proof that the museum represent a touristic potential
that needs to be seriously taken into consideration in the
future.
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VISITS TO THE LIBRARY

Throughout 2015, we had been frequently visited by many
local and international delegations and prominent individ-
uals who showed great interest into the work of the Library
and its treasures. We welcomed dozens of domesticand in-
ternational officials and high level delegations from Germa-
ny, Iran, China, Hungary, Slovenia, Italy, Saudi Arabia, and
Turkey. It was great pleasure to welcome the first lady of
Republic of Turkey, Ms. Emina Erdogan, accompanied by the
first lady of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ms. Sebija Izetbegovic,
as well as the Minister for Culture and Tourism of Republic of
Turkey, Mr. Yalcin Topcu.

COMMUNICATION WITH THE MEDIA

The Library continues to be in the focus of interest of the
public. Its work was closely followed by electronic and print
media and agencies such as Fena, Anadolia, Oslo-
bodenje, Preporod, Stav, Radio Bir, as well as by
other local television and radio stations and internet por-
tals. A number of international magazines wrote about the
Library, including French Telerama, American Aramco
World, and Turkish Dunya Bizim.

12



COOPERATIONWITH OTHERINSTITUTIONS

Activities conducted in cooperation with other institutions
were as follows:

Exhibitions, promotions, anniversaries, organized in co-
operation with the Institute for Islamic Tradition of Bos-
niaks, El-Kalem Publishing Center, Wakf Head Office, BH
Postal Service, and Sarajevo Navigator Foundation;

- Visit and donation of library shelves and books to the
Library of Maglaj, Memorial Center of Srebrenica, and
Majlis of the Islamic Community in Srebrenica;
Participation in the work of Library Information System
Board, an advisory body to the Senate of University of
Sarajevo;

Engagement in the international conference “Cultural
and Historical Courses in Bosnia and Herzegovina from
15" to 19" Century’, organized by Oriental Institute of
Sarajevo;

Participation in the library workshop “Organization of
City Library of Istanbu!” organized by the administra-
tion of the city of Istanbul; - p——

Exchange of librarians organized by the Consortium . e ettt
of University Libraries of Anatolia (ANKOS) in lzmir, A ‘
Turkey;

|
LRI

Participation in Info Day on European Union Funding for L " { ) o | » '?'L‘.i"f‘%'.'f-
initiatives in culture sector, organized by the Ministry of i & ) e
Civil Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Embassy of the & | Rebbilahy

Republic of France, and BiH Office of UNESCO;
Participationin the 6" International Fair of Magazinesin
Istanbul organized by Turdeb Association from Turkey;

13
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- Participation in workshop “LoCloud Digital Library” or-
ganized by the Association of Information Profession-
als-Librarians, Archivists, and Museologists of Bosnia
and Herzegovina, in cooperation with the City Library
of Rijeka;

- Participation in the conference on paperless opera-
tions, archiving, and electronic reading organized by
Mikrografija Company. During the conference, ABBYY
FR12 license was presented to Gazi Husrev-bey Library.

PUBLISHING AND OTHER PROJECTS

A number of publishing and various other projects cover-
ing the fields of research, archivism, and culture had been
implemented. Some of them are of a long-term character:

Initiated the project entitled “Lexicon of Bosniak Ula-
ma” developed by Ahmed Mehmedovic, comprising
1500 pages with 2000 entries on Bosniak ulama. Ed-
iting and other activities connected with finalization of
this huge project are currently in progress.

- Preparation for the printing of 42" sijjil/protocol of sha-
ria court in Sarajevo, dating as far back as 1217/1802,
had been finalized.

A new issue of Annals of Gazi Husrev-bey Library (36"
ina row) containing 13 works, mainly original scholarly
treatises, was published.

(atalog of the Exhibition “Postage Stamps with Islamic
Motives” by Ahmed Mehmedovic was issued.

14



Publication “Gazi Husrev-bey Library at the Threshold
of 21 Century” by Sahsena Dulovic was printed.
Project of digitization of old periodicals, including 25
magazines and newspapers from the period of 1866 to
1945, with 100,000 pages in Latin script, Cyrillic, and
Arebica, was initiated. Upon completion of the proj-
ect, access to these magazines shall be made available
through internet.

Other Projects

Writing and publishing of texts in professional and informa-
tional magazines and newspapers: POF, Znakovi vremena,
Preporod, Ananals, Gazette of the Association of Archivists
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Novi Mualim, Takvim, etc.

Development of special projects to apply for government
and non-government funds completed.

Development of the new Library webpage finalized.
Continued providing of technical and informational services

to other institutions of the Islamic Community housed in
the Library building.

Hamza Lavic,
Ottoman Archive Collection librarian

Neprocjenjivo
bibliote¢ko blago

15
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‘> Poklon-vakuf Munira-hanume Smajlovi¢  Donation-wakf by Ms. Munira Smajlovic

Yet another valuable collection of books complemented the
Gazi Husrev-bey Library at the end of 2014 and beginning of
2015. It has been donated by Ms. Munira Smajlovi¢, wife of
late Dr. Ahmed Smajlovi¢. Her intention and her wish is that
the words of science so diligently collected by her hushand
in the past become available to generations in the future. In
return, Gazi Husrev-bey Library made a commitment that the
endowment shall be preserved, processed, studied, and of-
fered for use to any of those who have an interestin it.

Prof. Ahmed effendi Smajlovic was born in Tokoljaci near Sre-
brenica in 1938 by father Alija effendi and mother AiSa. He
completed elementary school in his birthplace and enrolled
in madrasa in 1950. Upon completing madrasa and military
service in 1962, he went to Egypt to study Arabic language
at Al-Azhar University in Cairo. He was an exceptionally tal-
ented student, one of the rare who defended master thesis
in 1970 and doctoral in 1974 at the same University. Being a
very dynamic person devoted to intellectual work, he taught
philosophy, sociology, and logic at the Yugoslav Supplemen-
tary School where he also held the position of director for five
years.

Upon return to homeland in 1975, with huge scholarly
achievements, experience, and proven managerial capabili
ties, he first held the position of reis-ul ulema’s chief of staff
and then worked as president of Meshihat of Islamic Com
munity in Bosnia and Herzegovina for 10 years. When the
Faculty of Islamic Sciences was opened in 1977, he began to
work there as associate professor. In 1986, he was promoted
into full professor, teaching akhaid (Islamic apologetics) and

16



Islamic philosophy. He was well known to the public for hun-
dreds of speeches and lectures. Particularly remembered are
those held during the months of Ramadan in Bey’s Mosque
in Sarajevo.

Dr. Ahmed Smajlovi¢ loved books. A clear evidence of it is his
rich collection of volumes that has now been made available
to the Library readers. His systematic approach, preciseness,
and inclination to esthetics, is visible even in his selection of
books. The books of his first collection that he had most prob-
ably acquired in Cairo are leather-bound in three colors, with
engraved titles, names of authors and owner of the book,
with gold or silver imprints on book spines.

His love for Arabic language and literature, especially for lit-
erary criticism, is obvious from most of his collection. An out-
standing knowledge of Arabic language that he possessed
can be seen in his translations of the poem Hasanaginica and
of the novel Dervish and Death by Mesa Selimovic.

The range of his scholarly interest is wide, starting from Ar-
abic language and literature, to philosophy, to criticism, to
sociology, and to classical Islamic sciences. Equally wide is his
knowledge that he left in numerous treatises he wrote. There
is one interesting archival document contained in this collec-
tion. Itis composed as an evaluation of his workall until 1985.
Itis a collection of all relevant literature in Arabic language
(over 2900 books) whose authors are leading scholars of the
time such as Muhammed ‘Abduhu, Muhammed el-Behijj
Mustafa Mahmud, Taha Husejn, Sejjid Kutb, Ahmed Selebi,
Muhammed Jusuf Musa, Mahmud Seltut, Mevdudi, Ahmed

17
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Kemal Zeki, Muhammed Husejn Hejkel, and many others. He
was collecting and reading local and foreign literature (over
500 books) on religion, philosophy, criticism, Islamic culture
and civilization, linquistics, and literature, paying particular
attention to issues of Islamic Community’s publishing house
whose establishment he initiated.

He loved to read. His whole collection is a proof of modern
intellectual thought of the time in which he developed into
avisionary, an intellectual, and a dedicated pedagogue. The
collection includes his handwritten, unpublished works on
Arabic literature and criticism that he wrote during the post
diploma studies.

It is evident that he was in particular keen on orientalist
authors as his doctoral thesis, which we can freely call his
masterpiece, derived out of his love for philosophy and Arabic
literature that he had studied. Its title is Oriental Philosophy
and its Influence on Modern Arabic Literature. 217 magazines,
mainly in Arabic language, are also included in the collection.
From literature, linguistics, Islamic thought, and other sub-
jects that are systematized or in fragments, it is obvious that
he followed the modern cultural, scientific, and daily political
developments in in the Arabic and Islamic world. Carefully
preserved in the collection is every issue of Preporod where
he worked as an editor for some time, and Islamska misao, an
exceptional magazine that he had initiated and in which he
published his 44 works.




From 29 boxes of his official and personal archives that arrived
to Gazi Husrev-bey Library, one can follow his education, his
work during studies, and his activities as member of Islamic
Community.

There are documents on his membership in and coopera-
tion with international organizations such as Rabita, ISESEQ,
Islamic da'va, UNESCO; participation in congresses, confer-
ences, symposiums, round tables, and international councils
from Cairo, Mecca, Medina, Baghdad, Damascus, Rabat, Casa-
blanca, Tunis, Tripoli, to London, Chicago, Paris, and Brussels.
Of particular interest for his former students will be the fact
that the collection contains all seminar and diploma papers
that he had mentored.

Even twenty eight years after Dr. Ahmed Smajlovi¢ moved to
the Better World, his abundant collection continues to be part
of the growth and prosperity of our intellectual community.
All of his books have already been made available to readers.

By this donation, Professor Ahmed Smajlovi¢and his wife Mu-
nira have respected Gazi Husrev-bey’s vision and decree from
his endowment charter that (books) “be used by those
who will read them and transcriptions be made
from them by those who are involved in study.”

Fatima Tinjak,
Orientalist Collection librarian
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Dr. Mustafa Jahi¢
GAZI HUSREV-BEGOVA BIBLIOTEKA
KAO KULTURNO-NAUCNA INSTITUCIJA



Mustafa Jahic, Ph.D.
GAZI HUSREV-BEY LIBRARY
AS A CULTURAL AND SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTION

Throughout their history, libraries of the Islamic world have played an important role in the spread of science and culture.
Such role was particularly evident at the time of so-called “golden age of the Islamic civilization” that lasted since the es-
tablishment of Abbasid State in 750 until its dissolution in 1258. Caliph el-Me'mun, after inheriting the throne from his
father Harun al-Rashid, completed the construction of Bayt al-Hikma (House of Wisdom) in Baghdad in 830. Including a
large library and an observatory, it became the center for scientific studies and literature translations. In addition to storage
space for books, the library contained sections for lectures and discussions, for translating, copying and binding of books,
dassrooms and student dormitories.

During the Ottoman period, libraries served as an indispensable source of human knowledge, playing an important role in
the system of education, especially at the time by the end of 17th century when libraries were places of education conduct-
ed by learned librarians. At that time, libraries had not only been cultural butalso scientific and educational institutions that
influenced the social life of the whole Ottoman Empire.

Scientific Dimension of Gazi-Husrev Bey Library

The similar role has been played by Gazi Husrev-bey Library that was founded at the time when the National Library of
France was first opened. Although it does not have the status of a national library, Gazi Husrev-bey Library represents an
institution that preserves collective spiritual memory of Bosniaks. After the devastation of libraries unheard of in modern
history that took place during the aggression against Bosnia and Herzegovina, the funds of this library have become an
unavoidable source for researchers in Bosniak religion, culture, history, language, literature, and art.

Gazi Husrev-bey Library is also a sort of a monument to Gazi Husrev-bey, fulfilling the mission that he stated in
his endowment charter when he founded the madrasah and the library in 1537. In line with Gazi Husrev-bey’s vi-
sion, an Article of the Library Rules that deals with the tasks that the institution needs to do prescribes the following:

- acquires, collects, processes, and keeps the library materials in Islamic science, history, orientalist works and literature,
especially those related to Bosnia and Herzegovina;

- pays special attention to acquisition of manuscripts and rare printed books, newspapers, magazines that deal with
Islam, history, and culture of Bosnia and Herzegovina and of the wider region
acquires, processes, and keeps archive documents on the history of Bosnia and Herzegovina at the time of Ottoman rule,
along with the documents of the Islamic Community Archives; And in particular:

- studies and processes various subjects on Islamic sciences and cultural heritage of Bosnia and Herzegovina in
connection with the Library funds.

21
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On the occasion of the first issue of the Annals of Gazi Husrev-bey Library in 1972, Dr. Mustafa Kamaric used his introductory
text to stress the following:

In addition to acquiring, preserving, and making available the materials of the library funds for scientific and research pur-
poses, acquiring and processing of manuscripts on Islamic sciences and similar branches of science, collecting and preserv-
ing written materials on the history of Muslims of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Gazi Husrev-bey Library must also work on
scientific classification of manuscripts and must scientifically process particular questions in the fields of Islamic science,
especially when connected with the past and the life of Muslims of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Thanks to such approach, the Gazi Husrev-bey Library, together with the Madrasah, has from the date of its foundation
played an important role in the spread of science and culture in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Throughout its existence, particu-
larly in its recent history, scientific and research work have been permanently present which can be seen in its publications
of scientific works, development and issuance of manuscript catalogs, publication of Annals of Gazi Husrev-bey Library,
scientific assemblies at international levels, etc.

Scientific and research activities, along with reqular library and archive duties, including the introduction of new improve-
ments to the Library operations, have in particular been intensified over the past two decades. Such development has often
been conditioned by material capabilities of the Islamic Community and by the donations received from various interna-
tional institutions, mainly from the Islamic world. Thus the development and improvement of Library operations went along
with efforts on procurement of financial funds for theirimplementation. The Library primarily improved its work on modern
librarianship by adopting automated cataloging of the complete Library funds, use of microfilms, and digitizing of especially
valuable materials. Some of the mentioned activities had started back in circumstances of war at the time of aggression
against Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Due to the activities of the recent period, before moving into the new building, all Library materials have been cataloged
in an automated form and are made available in the local database and on Internet. All manuscripts, a significant part of
the Ottoman archives, and old periodicals are microfilmed and digitized. Except for the newly received ones, all manuscripts
have been cataloged and issued in eighteen catalog books. We are especially proud that all except one book were prepared
by the Library employees in a relatively short period of time. For their exceptional work, authors of catalogs were presented
awards from Al-Furqan Foundation of London back in 2002. In the meantime, the Library has created the department for

23
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U meduvremenu redovno je objavljivan i naucni casopis Anali GHB koji je indeksiran u vise medunarodnih baza podataka,
U pripremi za objavljivanje je i posebno

a u kome svoje radove, osim uposlenika Biblioteke objavijuju i spoljni

1 su i bibliografije nekoliko starijih

rcegovine. Biblioteka je objavila i dvije

vrijedno djelo Leksikon bosnjacke uleme koji je pripremio uposlenik Biblioteke. Ur
bosanskohercegovckih Casopisa znacajnih za istrazivanje kulturne bastine Bosne i |
knjige regesti Arhiva Islamske zajednice, koje je pripremio jedan od arhivista u Biblioteci. Uposlenici Biblioteke ostvarili su
zavidne rezultate i u istrazivanju kulturne bast ljujuci svoja naucna istrazivanja, osim
Analima GHB i u drugim referentnim naucnim casopisima u BiH, a neki sudjelujuci i na naucnim skupovima u Bosni i Her
oistrazivacke djelatnosti

cegovini tinostranstvu. Tako su u Biblioteci skor rorm tecke, arhivisticke i na
razvijane i prije preseljenja Biblioteke u novt

Medutim, preseljenjem u novu /f;r«-r::; mo i do pitanja: Sta i kako dalje? Da li ce Biblioteka nastaviti s istom ulogom,
Samo u organiziranijoj formi i u znacajno Sirem i inte em obimu, $to joj omogucuje nova savremeno opremljena zgra
da sa svom potrebnom opremom i tehnolog I proces. To zavisi iskljucivo od nas. Nazalost

od presel w 1ja u hovu ;‘e(/;,uwfa: pa sve do danas en Diljno raspravljali tako da nemamo utvrdene ni pravce

razvoja hm!wm'lwnmm’im,mpv:w:vm' Ziron iK1 br vin okolnosti, ukljucujuci i drustveno-politicke, ali i druge,
irne bastine tokom agresije na BiH, istovremeno spasavanje grade ove biblioteke od

kao Sto su unistenje velikog dijela k
njenog unistenja i preseljenje u novu savrem pren Zgradu, o ovoj temi trebalo se odavno raspravljati i donijeti
odgovarajuce odluke.

Svjesni vaznosti gradnje nove zgrade Biblioteke i njene u Irazvoju nauke i kulture, tokom priprema za gradnju i deseto
godisnjeg perioda gradnje zgrade Biblioteke, o ovoj temi su vodeni razgovori i pisani elaborati, narocito kroz UO Riblioteke.
Medutim, nakon preseljenja u novu zqradu svi ovi 1 rie rati su zaboravljeni tako da se, danas, nakon ostvarenih
rezultata i afirmiranja Biblioteke na svjetsk ‘ imo, (ak tojanjima da se djelatnost Gazi Husrev-begove
biblioteke svede na iskljucivo bibliotecku dij tavljajudi oistrazivackim radom u
smislu ,naucnog sredivanja prikupljenih materijala i na bradivania poiedinil iz oblasti islamistike i drugih
naucnih disciplina vezanih za istrazivanje vjere, kulture, historije i jez snjaka’, kako je zapisano u Pravilima Biblioteke

i na neki nacin prakticirano sve do danas




restoration and conservation so itis now capable of restoring and conserving manuscripts and old printed books.

The Annals of Gazi Husrev-bey Library continued to be published and indexed in many international databases. Apart from
publishing the works of the Library employees, the Annals include works by other prominent scientists and researchers.
Currently in preparation is the issue of an exceptionally valuable paper entitled The Lexicon of Bosniak Ulama by a Library
employee. Bibliographies of a couple of old Bosnian magazines important for the study of cultural heritage of Bosnia and
Herzegovina have been made. The Library published two books of the registers of the Archives of the Islamic Community
prepared by one ofits archivists. The Library employees have achieved good results in their research in cultural heritage and
history of Bosnia and Herzegovina which were published not only in the Annals of the Library butin other magazines in BiH.
Some of them took part in scientific assemblies in the country and abroad.

However, with moving into the new building, we came to a question: what next? Shall the Library continue to play the same
role, only in a more organized form and wider scope made possible by use of a modernly equipped building, or shall the
process initiated earlier be stopped? It depends solely on us. Unfortunately, since the move into the new building, we have
not elaborated this matter seriously so we have no set directions for future development. In view of a large number of new
circumstances, including those of social and political nature, but also having in mind that a large part of the total cultural
heritage had been devastated during the aggression against Bosnia and Herzegovina, not forgetting the efforts to keep the
funds of the Library safe at that time, we should have discussed the subject and brought relevant decisions.

Being aware of the importance of the construction of a new building of the Library and its role in the development of science
and culture, the Management Board had often discussed this question for nearly a decade while the building was under
construction. However, after the move into the new building, such discussions and elaborates have been forgotten. Today,
after results achieved and after the Library has gained reputation at international level, we are faced with efforts to keep
the operations of Gazi Husrev-bey Library to librarianship activities only, neglecting scientific and research work in the sense
of “scientific classification of collected materials and scientific processing of certain issues from the field of Islamic sciences
and other disciplines connected with religion, culture, history, and language of Bosniaks”, as written in the Library Rules.
Such attitude cannot be justified in any way after a centuries-long existence and work in inadequate conditions in the past,
with modest budgets, and after the Library has been placed in a modernly equipped building, thanks first of all to the gen-
erosity of the State of Qatar, its people, and wise leadership headed by ex-Emir esh-Sheikh Hamed bin Haliph Al Thani and
the current Emir esh-Sheikh Temim bin Hamed Al Thani.
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Danas kada je Biblioteka nakon visestoljetnog postojanja i rada, uglavnom u neuvjetnim i neadekvatnim prostorima i sa
skromnim budzetom dobila novu, savremenu i moderno opremljenu zgradu, zahvaljujudi, prije svega, blagodarnosti drzave
Katar, njenog bratskog naroda i mudroga vodstva predvodenog biviim emirom es-Sejhom Hamedom bin Halifom Al Thani-
jem i sadasnjim emirom es-Sejhom Temimom bin Hamedom Al Thanijem, ovakva nastojanja ne mogu se nicim objasniti
niti opravdati. Insistiranje na tome da se Biblioteka treba baviti iskljucivo biblioteckim poslovima pokazuje samo koliko i
mi sami, nazalost, unutar Islamske zajednice ne poznajemo dovoljno vrijednost knjiznog bogatstva ove biblioteke i nismo
svjesni njenog znacaja i uloge u kulturnom, naucnom i obrazovnom Zivotu Bosnjaka i uopce Bosne i Hercegovine. Medutim,
znacaj ove biblioteke, vrijednost njenih fondova, te dostignuti stepen razvoja i unaprjedenja rada prepoznala je drustvena,
posebno akademska zajednica tako da je Biblioteka ukljucena i u Sarajevski univerzitet u svojstvu pridruzenog clana. Prije
toga Gazi Husrev-begova biblioteka je 2000. godine dobila i Sestoaprilsku nagradu Grada Sarajeva za doprinos u ocuvanju
pisane kulturne bastine Bosne i Hercegovine u toku agresije na Bosnu i Hercegovinu, a 2012. godine Povelju Federalnog
ministarstva kulture i sporta u Sarajevu za doprinos u ocuvanju kulturno-historijskog naslijeda BiH. Dopustimo li nakon sve-
ga ovoga da se Biblioteka svede na status,obicne” biblioteke iznevjerit cemo i ideju njenog osnivaca zapisanu u vakufnami
o gradnji Medrese i Biblioteke davne 1537. godine.

Naucna perspektiva Gazi Husrev-begove biblioteke

Razvoj Biblioteke u naucnom, strucno-biblioteckom i arhivistickom pogledu nemoguc je bez jasno definiranog stava Is-
lamske zajednice naspram buduceg statusa Biblioteke i eventualnog ukljucivanja Sire drustvene zajednice u njeno finansir-
anje Sto bi omogucilo znacajniji razvoj postojecih i uvodenje novih djelatnosti Biblioteke. U svakom slucaju trabalo bi voditi
racuna o ravnomjernom razvijanju bibliotecke, arhivisticke i naucnoistrazivacke dimenzije Biblioteke. Na taj nacin pokazali
bismo da nas itekako interesira razvoj i unaprjedenje rada Gazi Husrev-begove biblioteke, a ne samo prostor u zgradi Bib-
lioteke za smjestaj drugih institucija i sluzbi Islamske zajednice.

Da bismo Biblioteci vratili ulogu koju je uvijek, manje ili vise, imala tokom svoje duge historije trebali bismo u najskorije
vrijeme organizirati konsultacije o buducem statusu Biblioteke sa Sirim krugom strucnjaka i odgovornih ljudi, ne samo u
Islamskoj zajednici, uvazavajui pri tome vakufnamu njenog osnivaca, vazece sluzbene akte Islamske zajednice i Biblioteke,
dugogodisnju praksu rada ove institucije, opdi interes drzave i drustva, posebno bosnjackoga naroda, i, na kraju, donijeti
odgovarajuce zakljucke i odluke koji biisli u pravcu ocuvanja navedenih funkcija Biblioteke i njenog daljeq razvoja u pogledu
bibliotecke, arhivisticke i naucnoistrazivacke djelatnosti. Tako bismo imali instituciju u kojoj bi se, izmedu ostalog, na ak-
tivan nacin bavili naucnoistrazivackim radom, a ne izvanjskim angaziranjem naucnika i istrazivaca za istrazivanje odredenih




Insisting that the Library deals with librarianship only shows how little we, who are within the Islamic Community, know
of the values of the literary fortune contained in the Library and how little we are aware of its importance for the cultural,
scientific, and educational life of Bosniaks and of Bosnia and Herzegovina in general. Luckily, the achievements made by
the Library have been recognized by the society, especially by academic community, so the Library has become an associate
member of Sarajevo University. Back in 2000, the Library received the 6th April Award of the City of Sarajevo for its contri-
bution to preservation of written cultural heritage of Bosnia and Herzegovina during the aggression. In 2012, the Library
was awarded the Acknowledgement of the Federation Ministry of Culture for maintaining the cultural and historical legacy
of Bosnia and Herzegovina. If we allow that the Library, after all above achievements, be reduced to the status of “ordinary”
library, we shall fail the idea of its founder stated as far back as 1537 in his Endowment Charter.

Scientific Perspective of Gazi Husrev-Bey Library

The development of the Library in view of science, expertise, and archiving is impossible without a clearly defined attitude
of the Islamic Community toward future status of the Library and without inclusion of a wider society in its financing, as it
would enable a more essential development of the existing activities and introduction of new ones. In any case, we should
always keep in mind the need for uniformity in the development of the Library in terms of librarianship, archiving, and sci-
entific research. We would in this way show that we are very interested in the improvement of the Library operations rather
than using it as a space for offering accommodation to other institutions of the Islamic Community.

In order to give back the Library its role that it has always had over its long history, we should organize consultations on the
future status of Gazi Husrev-bey Library, including a wide range of experts of not only the Islamic Community, keeping in
mind the Endowment Charter of its founder, as well as the valid administrative documents of the Islamic Community and of
the Library. We should also take into consideration the long operational practice of this institution, general interest of the
state and of the society, particularly of the Bosniak people, and, finally, bring appropriate conclusions and decisions leading
toward keeping the mentioned functions of the Library and ts further developmentin librarianship, archiving, and scientific
activities. We would in this way have an institution dealing with, among other things, scientific and research work without
engaging external scientists and researchers for the design of scientific projects. | am sure there is no better institution for
such a role than the Gazi Husrev-bey Library. The activities that the Library dealt with so far, along with its valuable collec-
tions, experience, and reputation at the international level should only be institutionally organized. The best way would
be through departments to be created within the Library so that the scientific and research work could be continued in an
organized and planned manner.
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naucnih tema i izradu naucnih projekata. Siguran sam da za takvu ulogu bolju instituciju od Gazi Husrev-begove biblioteke
nemamo. Djelatnosti kojima se Biblioteka do sada bavila i fondovi kojima raspolaze, uz iskustvo koje je u svim navedenim ak-
tivnostima postigla i afirmiranost na svjetskom nivou, sada samo treba institucionalno organizirati, najbolje kroz odredena
odjeljenja koja bi seformirala u Biblioteci, kako bise na planski organiziran nacin nastavilo bavitii naucnoistrazivackim radom.

Naucnoistrazivacki rad odvijao bi se u istrazivanju islamskog pisanog naslijeda u svim oblastima, objavljivanju islamskih
rukopisa, narocito bosnjackih autora, promoviranju i afirmiranju islamske tradicije, razvijanju i afirmiranju studija i kritickem
valoriziranju zive islamske tradicije, proucavanju islamske tradicije opcenito i po regijama, posebno u Bosni i Hercegovini i
ozivljavanju svijesti o potrebi njenog cuvanja, zatim okupljanju poznavalaca islamske tradicije na naucnim skupovima i kon-
ferencijama, radionicama, kolokvijima i predavanjima na kojima bi ucestvovali naucnici koji se bave temama koje se odnose
na muslimane, njihovu sadasnjost i buducnost, narocito Bosnjake.

im knjigama, arhivalijama i slicno iz podrucja islamskih nauka i islamske bosnjacke tradicije, izradu bibliografije iz oblasti
islamskog naslijeda i islamskih nauka bosnjackih autora, izradu baze podataka na temu islamskog naslijeda Bosnjaka, pri-
premanje monografija i drugih prigodnih djela o velikim monumentalnim dzamijama u Bosni i Hercegovini, prikupljanje
i obradivanje bibliotecke i arhivske grade koja se odnosi na pravno-politicki polozaj Bosnjaka i Islamske zajednice u BiH i
dijaspori, ukljucujudi i medunarodni aspekt tih pitanja kroz historiju i u savremeno doba i, na kraju, razvijanje saradnje sa
slicnim institucijama u zemlji i svijetu.

Glavne izvore navedenih istrazivanja predstavljali bi fondovi rukopisa, osmanskog arhiva, arhiva Islamske zajednice, stare
bosanske periodike, Stampana djela bosnjackih autora i druga raznovrsna grada koja se nalazi u Bibliotedi, ukljucujudi i
nabavku nove savremene literature. Da bi se aktivnosti na naucnom i istrazivackom planu brze razvijale nuzno bi bilo struc-
no i naucno osposobljavanje bibliotekara i drugih uposlenika Biblioteke daljom edukacijom, stimuliranjem upisivanja i za-
vrsavanja postdiplomskih studija i izradom doktorskih disertacija iz oblasti islamskih nauka i bosnjacke kulturne bastine,
narocito na gradi koja se cuva u ovoj biblioteci ili primanjem na rad u Biblioteku osoba sa stecenim naucnim zvanjima u
odgovarajucim znanstvenim oblastima.
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Scientific and research work would be focused on Islamic written heritage, publishing of Islamic manuscripts, particularly
those of Bosniak authors. It should also be directed toward promotion of Islamic tradition, development of crtical studies of
the Islamic tradition per regions, with special attention to Bosnia and Herzegovina, and revival of the need for its preserva-
tion. There should as well be scientific gatherings, conferences, and lectures with the participation of scientists who work on
subjects related to Muslims, their present and future, particularly those relating to Bosniaks.

The scientific activities of the Library should include research in various sources of information on published and unpub-
lished books and archivalia on the subject of Islamic sciences and Bosniak tradition, development of bibliographies on Is-
lamic heritage and Islamic sciences by Bosniak authors, development of database of the Bosniak Islamic legacy, preparation
of monographs and other commemorative issues on monumental mosques in Bosnia and Herzegovina, e
cessing of library and archive materials in connection with legal and political status of Bosniaks and of the Islamic Commu-
nity in Bosnia and Herzegovina and in diaspora. Also included should be the international aspect of these issues throughout
history and in modern times, as well as establishment of cooperation with similar institutions in the country and abroad.

The main sources for research should be manuscripts, Ottoman Empire archives, archives of the Islamic Community, -
Bosnian periodicals, printed books by Bosniak authors, and other materials kept in the Library, induding the a(qU|§|tion /
modern literature. To accelerate the activities in science and research, it would be necessary to provide specializations for
the Library employees by further education, by encouraging them to attend post graduate studies or to develop doctoral
dissertations in Islamic sciences and Boisniak cultural legacy, using the materials kept in e N
hold degrees in these scientific fields.
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For implementation of the above mentioned activities, it would be helpful to have an Expert Council of the Library as an
advisory body to the Management Board and to the Director. The Council would manage and decide on professional issues
faced by the Library inits operations, following the law and Rules of Procedure of the Islamic Community and of the Library.
It would offer opinions and suggestions to the management Board and to the Director in connection with working process-
es and conditions required for the development of the Library.

I think it would also be good to consider the possibility of Library’s cooperation with corresponding institutions in Qatar. The
Riyasat of the Islamic Community launched this idea in 2008. Immediately after the opening ceremony of the new Library
building, the Qatar Ministry of Endowments came with an idea of creating a coordinating body to work on the establish-
ment and development of cooperation between the Library and similar institutions in Qatar.

Finally, | would like to point out that in its history of nearly 480 years, the Gazi Husrev-bey Library has never had better
conditions for work and if we fail to make the best of them, we shall be responsible to people and to God.

| therefore ask God Almighty to give us wisdom and strength to use the blessing of having the new Library building and to
continue with its development, including the research in our rich cultural heritage.
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