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SCHEDULE

4:00 p.m. | Welcome

Prof. Dr. Mustafa Hasani,
Dean, the Faculty of Islamic Studies, University of Sarajevo

4:05 p.m. | Introduction to the Building Bridges Seminar

Rev. Prof. Dr. Daniel A. Madigan, S],
Georgetown University and Australian Catholic University
Chair, Building Bridges Seminar

4:15p.m. | Lectures

4:15 p.m. Christian Perspective
Rev. Prof. Dr. David Neuhaus, SJ,
Seminary of the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem

4:45 p.m. Muslim Perspective
Prof. Dr. Jerusha T. Rhodes,
Union Theological Seminary in the City of New York

5:15 p.m. | Discussion and Audience Q&A
6:00 p.m. | Reception
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ABOUT THE EVENT

he twenty-fourth Building Bridges Seminar, chaired by Rew.
Daniel A. Madigan, S.J., will meet June 15 through 19, 2026 in
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina. This year’s theme, “Hope: Muslim

)

and Christian Perspectives,” emerged from discussions in the final
session at the 2025 seminar held in Tiibingen, Germany and was warmly

received by both Muslim and Christian colleagues.

“Hope”is a theme that presses upon all of us in the face of the apparent
hopelessness that many may feel in the current world situation.
As believers, we ask ourselves what is the basis of our hope, and
what hope we can convincingly offer to a despairing world. There is a
range of understandings of hope in each tradition. For some, hope can
be so focused on otherworldly reality that it fails to engage with the
current state of this world. As believers, our hope lies in the power of
God to create and recreate. We therefore see our life in the light of the
promise of resurrection, while we at the same time struggle with the
question of the extent to which God’s power enlists human action in the
process of shaping the world according to the divine will.

Over the course the week, this gathering of international scholars will
engage in dialogical close reading of Muslim and Christian texts on
the theme of “Hope: Muslim and Christian Perspectives.” The public
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is invited to the seminar’s opening session, 4pm on 15 June at Gazi
Husrev-bey Library, which will feature overview lectures by Professors
Jerusha Rhodes (Union Theological Seminar, United States) and David
Neuhaus (Seminary of the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem, Palestine).
Prof. Dr. Mustafa Hasani, dean of the Faculty of Islamic Studies at the

University of Sarajevo, and Professor Madigan will introduce the event.
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ABOUT THE SPEAKERS

Rev.Daniel Madigan,S.]J., is the Matteo Ricci Professor of Interreligious
Theology and director of the Loyola Institute at Australian Catholic
University. He is also rector of Newman College at the University of
Melbourne. From 2008 to 2021 he was the Jeanette W. and Otto
J. Ruesch Family Associate Professor in Georgetown University’s
Department of Theology and Religious Studies; he continues to be a
faculty fellow at the Berkley Center for Religion, Peace, and World
Affairs and associate professor emeritus at Georgetown. He has been
involved with the annual Building Bridges Seminar since 2003 and
in 2012 was appointed chair. His interests include Qur’anic studies,
interreligious dialogue, and comparative theology, with a special focus
on Muslim-Christian relations. Madigan previously taught in Rome
(2000-2007), where he was the founder and director of the Pontifical
Gregorian University’s Institute for the Study of Religions and Cultures.
He is the author of The Qur'an’s Self~Image: Writing and Authority in
Islam’s Scripture (2001) and co-editor of The Routledge Companion to the
Qur'an (2022). Madigan holds a B.A. from Monash University, B.D.
from Melbourne College of Divinity, and M.Phil. and Ph.D. from
Columbia University.
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Rev. David Mark Neuhaus, S.J., is a member of the Jesuit community
in the Holy Land. He teaches Scripture in various institutions in
Isracl and Palestine including the Latin Patriarchate Seminary in
Beit Jala, Bethlehem University and the Salesian Theological Institute
in Jerusalem. He completed a BA, MA and PhD (Political Science)
at Hebrew University, Jerusalem and pontifical degrees in theology
and Scripture in Paris (Centre Sevres) and Rome (Pontifical Biblical
Institute). He is emeritus Latin Patriarchal Vicar for Hebrew Speaking
Catholics, Migrants and Asylum Seekers in Israel. He is also a researcher
at the Jesuit Institute South Africa. He is the author of numerous books
and articles. His latest publications are 7he Gospel: Different accounts,
one message (Paulist Press, 2026) and Conguest or Leaven: Reflections of a
Catholic Priest in Palestine/Israel (Orbis Press, 2026).

Jerusha T. Rhodes is Associate Professor of Islam & Interreligious
Engagement at Union Theological Seminary in the City of New York,
and director of Islam focused degree programs. Her research focuses
on Muslima theology, contemporary Islamic theology and ethics,
comparative feminist theology, and interreligious engagement. Dr.
Rhodes’ first book, Never Wholly Other: A Muslima Theology of Religious
Pluralism (Oxford University Press), explores the Qur’anic discourse
on religious ‘otherness’. Her second book, Divine Words, Female Voices:
Muslima  Explorations in Comparative Feminist Theology (Oxford
University Press), uses the approach of comparative feminist theology
to propose constructive insights on topics, including Divine revelation;
textual hermeneutics of the hadith and Bible; Prophet Muhammad
and Mary as feminist exemplars; theological anthropology; and ritual
prayer, tradition, and change. Dr. Rhodes is currently working on two
book projects. The first (Justice Is at Stake: A Guide to Ethical Interreligious
Engagement) is a book on justice concerns within interreligious
engagement. The second (A/ the Worlds: Muslima Theology, Islamic
Feminism, and the More than Human Creation) is an expansion of Muslima
theology that places anthropocentric egalitarian interpretations within
the broader frame of creation (khalg).
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or more than twenty years, the Building Bridges Seminar has

brought together internationally recognized Christian and
Muslim scholar-practitioners annually for intensive dialogical study of
significant themes in the interface between Islam and Christianity. This
year’s scholars come from or work in sixteen countries. With texts from
the Christian and Muslim traditions as the basis for a program that
includes public lectures and private sessions, the Seminar has explored
respective understandings of scripture; prophecy; the common good,;
justice and rights; human nature; interpretation; science and religion;
tradition and modernity; prayer; death, resurrection, and human
destiny; the community of believers; sin, forgiveness, reconciliation;
human action within divine creation; power; inequalities; freedom;
mercy and grace; ethics in the public square; belonging; God’s unity;
God’s names; and God’s Word. Twenty volumes of our proceedings
have been published; more are in production. The Building Bridges
Seminar was founded in 2002 as an initiative of the Archbishop of
Canterbury.In 2012, Georgetown University accepted the invitation of
Archbishop Rowan Williams to assume stewardship of the project upon
his retirement. Over the years, the Seminar has convened in the US, the
UK, Qatar, Italy, Turkey, Singapore, Switzerland, Germany, and Bosnia

and Herzegovina. This is its third meeting in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
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